Th e Pr air ie Lan d Lu th e ran
Par ish Me s se n ge r
September 2019
Friends in Christ:
This summer it was my privilege and responsibility to be one of the voting members from our Southwestern Minnesota Synod at
the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee. It was fun and frustrating, life-giving and exhausting, even more work and
even more rewarding than I expected.
You can find a summary of the actions of the assembly at elca.org. (You can also watch live recordings of all the sessions and the
worship services and download all of the documents that were under consideration.) Here in this space I want to take some time
to reflect on the experience of being there.
It’s an impressive event. There are over 900 voting members from all over the United States and even a bit beyond. We are
joined by volunteers and visitors from our own church and observers from other churches and even other religions. It’s part
business meeting and part family reunion.
The assembly only meets every third year, and only the assembly has the authority to make certain decisions in our church body,
so there is a lot of work to be done. I found the business part to be a combination of routine maintenance, real leadership…and
damage control. (Often we could not agree on which of these were we doing at any given time!) In such a large group, it’s easier
to say things than to do things, so we tend to say more than we do. That work can be both deeply meaningful and deeply
frustrating.
I was surprised to learn that 2/3 of the people there had never been to a churchwide assembly before! That’s both a gift and a
challenge. It’s a challenge because there is a steep learning curve to this sort of large-group work. A more experienced assembly
would definitely be more efficient, and might make fewer mistakes. It’s a gift because it means that we are doing a good job of
sharing leadership in our church body. We aren’t simply giving all the power to the same few people over and over again. We are
bringing new voices into the conversation!
If you gather nearly a thousand people who care deeply about something, and if you put them together in a big room for a week,
and if you listen to everything that they say…you are going to hear a lot of different things. Some of those things will make you
want to stand up and cheer, and others will make you want to hang your head or shake your fist. That’s the nature of the work
because it’s the nature of people—and it’s people who make up the church.
The 932 voting members at this year’s assembly came from congregations with huge differences in worship styles, histories,
theological commitments, and even political leanings. The one thing all of those people had in common is that all of us care very
deeply about our church. The result is that the assembly as a whole is both more liberal and more conservative than average
people in the pews on a given Sunday. It’s both more activist and more non-partisan. It’s both more cautious and more daring. It’s
both like us and not like us.
The assembly is itself an illustration of the great Lutheran principle that we are both sinners and saints. We are fallen human
beings, bound to mess stuff up—and we are God’s redeemed and chosen people. Despite (or maybe because of) our differences,
we are more together than we are apart. As our newly-re-elected presiding bishop likes to remind us, we are church.
Pastor Sarah Taylor

Th e P r ai r i e La n d Lu t h er an P ar i s h Mes s en ger
September Worship Schedule
9:00a.m. Worship at Lake Hanska Church
10:30a.m. Worship at Zion Church

Vital Statistics

Sunday September 15th - Prairieland Harvest Festival at
Lake Hanska Church - 5:00p.m. Meal, 6:00p.m. Joint Worship

Lake Hanska
July 21

19

July 28

17

Aug 4

21

Sunday September 29th - 10:00a.m. Joint Worship at Zion Church
Noisy Offering Sunday
(Noisy Offering goes to Food for Kids)

Aug 11 Worship at Zion
Aug 18

215 150th Celebration

Prairieland Harvest Festival
Lake Hanska Church
Sunday September 15th
5:00p.m. Meal
6:00p.m. Joint Worship with the band Sonrise
(There will be no morning Worship)
(special offering will be collected)

Zion
July 21

30

$2,146.00

July 28

25

$498.00

Aug 4

30

Aug 11

28

Offering for Aug 4 & 11 $2,343.00

Please bring a chair to sit on
Worship will be outside!
Everyone is Welcome!
If you have any equipment that you
could bring to worship please do!!

Rally Sunday
Sunday September 8, 2019 at Zion Church
10:30a.m Worship
Sunday School during worship
Coffee, juice and cookies served after worship!
All Sunday School Students watch for a postcard in the mail!
Baptism in the PLLP
Sunday August 18, 2019 at Lake Hanska Church

Ivan Kane Guggisberg
Parents: Joni and Chuck Guggisberg
Siblings: Olivia, Jax and Gracyn
Sponsors: Olivia Krajewski, Alexis Schablin, Javan and Nicole Blekestad

Prairie Land Lutheran Parish Women of the ELCA
Lake Hanska W-ELCA
Altar Guild: Sue Stoesz and
Lanna Raatz
Women of Lake Hanska Quilting:
Wednesday September 4th
9:30a.m. Quilting
10:30a.m. Coffee

Save the Date
Lutefisk Supper

Zion W-ELCA
Altar Guild: Ingrid Bode
Communion: Rhonda Froehling
and Carla Grams
Flowers: Mary Circle

Ushers at Zion for September
Dean Ellanson, Dave Vee,
Steve Odegard and Terry Thordson

Saturday October 26th at Zion Church
4:00p.m. - 7:00p.m.

Thank You
Thank you Krista Willis for sharing your
story of your trip to Haiti at the Zion Ladies
Guest Day. Thank you to the ladies who
prepared and served the meal.

Council member of the month:
Steve Odegard

Living Well With Diabetes
If you live with diabetes and would like to
improve your health and sense of well-being,
this class is for you. Participants make weekly
action plans, share experiences and help
each other solve problems as they carry out
their self management program. Family
members, friends and partners are welcome.
For information or to register, contact:
Sarah Anderson, Regional Manager
Lutheran Social Service of MN 1-866-974-0283 or
Sarah.Anderson@lssmn.org
Thursdays for 6 Sessions 10AM to 12:30PM August 29
September 5, 12, 19, 26 , October 3 Senior/Community
Center 600 N. German, New Ulm

Prairie Land Lutheran Parish
PO Box 65
Hanska, MN 56041
Address Service Requested

Non– Profit Organization
Permit 7
Hanska, MN 56041
Address Service Requested

September 2019
Prairie Land Harvest Festival
Lake Hanska Church
Sunday September 15th
5:00p.m. Meal
6:00p.m. Joint Worship with the band Sonrise
Prairie Land Lutheran Parish
Parsonage Office
213 Summit Avenue
PO Box 65
Hanska, MN 56041
Phone: 507-439-6201

(There will be no morning Worship!)
Please bring a chair to sit on!
Worship will be outside!
Everyone is Welcome!

*************************************************************
Sunday September 8, 2019
9:00a.m. Worship at Lake Hanska Church
10:30a.m Worship at Zion Church - Rally Sunday
Coffee, cookies and Juice served after worship

